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Our green heart
In a suburb of close-knit urban development, Mawson Lakes has a
defining feature. It has a magnificent green heart.
Our parks and playgrounds are everywhere. Approximately 190
hectares of open land and waterways gives us generous green space
devoted to parks, playgrounds and a meandering 26 kilometre
network of hike and bike trails that integrate the suburb.
There are many places to go for excitement, celebrations, reflection,
relaxation, exercise and solitude - from the wide green expanses
along Dry Creek Linear Park to the pocket-sized playgrounds tucked
away in back streets.
There are walking paths, cycling trails, outdoor art, picnic areas, bird
watching lookouts and secluded nooks surrounded by natural bushland that provide a tranquil
connection with nature. And for our four-legged friends there are plenty of good walks, and even an
enclosed dog park.
These places are woven into our lives, and this book will show you where to find them and the
facilities available.
Together, Nigella and I (pictured) have reseached every blade of grass in Mawson Lakes. If we have
missed a park, or you can add information, we would be most pleased to hear from you.

Linda Vining
Editor, Mawson Lakes Living
A City of Salisbury Living Legend
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In Mawson Lakes we live in a virtually litterfree environment. Council keeps us clean
but I also frequently see local residents
bending down to pick up pieces of rubbish
and dropping it in the nearest bin. It warms
my heart, and it’s a strong sign that we love
where we live.
During the holidays season rubbish seems
to multiply, particularly plastic and fast food
containers, so when you are living it up
outdoors do your bit to clean up as you go,
and even clean up after others using these
five tips:
1. Pick it up
Get the community spirit and grab a piece of
litter each time you walk the streets or play
in the parklands. Show that you love where
you live.
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2. Eliminate the plastic
Put food in containers and leave the plastic
wrapping at home to avoid it blowing away
and eventually getting caught in reeds and
waterways. All untrapped rubbish flows into
the Gulf where it is a danger to sea life.
3. Bin your butts
Take your cigarette butts home or throw
them in a Council rubbish bin. It is estimated
that 7 million butts end up as litter in
Australia each year.
4. Bag your litter
When you pack a picnic always include a
rubbish bag to stop rubbish blowing away
or dropping to the ground. A good motto to
live by is: “If you carry it in, carry it out”. Ed

5. Drink up
Take a reusable water bottle and fill it
from Council’s water fountains instead of
buying bottled water which ends up as
waste. Using reusable coffee cups will also
reducer landfill.

In Mawson Lakes the largest form
of rubbish comes from throw-away
containers from take-away food places.
If you see any problems in the local
environment, or grafitti, give Salisbury
Council a call on 8406 8222.
Photo: Sanctuary Drive Reserve
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Mobara Park

Garden Terrace, Mawson Lakes
A lakeside park with three themed gardens celebrates the bond between the City of Salisbury and
its Japanese sister city, Mobara. There are open grassed areas, a playground, tennis courts, public
toilets and volleyball courts.
The Garden of Shifting Skies accentuates the broad horizontal skies and flat topography of
Salisbury. This space is composed of a plane of indigenous and mown grasses, their changing colour
and growth marking the different seasons. Reclining lounge seats and low concrete walls invite
visitors to pause and contemplate the heavens as well as viewing the channel of water as it falls
into a circular sunken space. Stepping stones, a treatment often used in Japan allows the body of
water to be crossed.
The Garden of Fields emphasises the city of Mobara’s agricultural heritage. A diagonal field of
plants, mown grass and gravel refers to the human patterning of the landscape. A timber deck
traverses the field, and marking the entrance to the third garden is a cluster of bright red poles, a
colour often associated with Japan.
A bronze sculpture titled Nakayoshi, meaning close friend, donated by the City of Mobara, is
located in this garden.
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The Garden of Blossoms is an entrance garden with rows of ornamental pears creating a welcoming
space at the main park entry. The trees create a semi-transparent veil that opens up as one walks
further into the park. The blossom and leaf colour accentuate seasonal change. Large gently
mounded circles of grass randomly punctuate the lines of trees, their whimsical forms inviting play.
Circular paving of fractured and cut stone provides a gathering space with the detail of the stone
work reinforcing the importance of the park. Circular seats refer to the wholeness of the circle and
its use in Japanese temple landscapes, while also relating to the wheel or cog and its role in the
more recently industrialised Mobara.
The sculpture, Balancing Act (pictured opposite), by South Australian artist Marijana Tadic heralds
the entrance to the park.
For more information on public artworks in Mawson Lakes see Outdoor Art in Mawson Lakes. The
free e-book is available from www.mawsonlakesliving.info

Parks and Playgrounds in Mawson Lakes

11

Sir Douglas Mawson Lakeside
A magnet of Mawson Lakes is the walk around the main lake, named after South Australia’s most
famous scientist and Antarctic explorer - Sir Douglas Mawson
A leisurely stroll around the lake’s circular, paved perimeter takes 30-40 minutes. Others who like a
more vigorous pace can cycle or jog.
You will see:
•
Elegant waterfront houses and gardens
•
Technology Park
•
The heritage listed original stone farmhouse built in 1876
•
Paquita Park named in honour of Mawson’s wife, Paquita. (see page 14)
•
The Boatshed which houses the rowing club, model yachts club and canoe polo. It’s a beautiful
view to see these boats on the sparkling water on a sunny day.
There is no access by car to the walkway but there is parking in surrounding streets. Picnic shelters
and seating provide places for picnics, reflection and simply watching the world go by.
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Paquita Park

Douglas Drive, Technology Park, Mawson Lakes
Paquita Park, overlooking Sir Douglas Mawson Lake, is named in memory of Mawson’s wife Paquita.
It is a peaceful place with a sealed walking path around a small tree-lined lake.
In 1914 Paquita married Douglas Mawson, the Antarctic scientist and polar explorer, after whom
Mawson Lakes is named.
Mawson went to Antarctica on three expeditions. It was on the second, the Australian Antarctic
Expedition (1911-14), which he led, and on which he narrowly escaped death, that earned him a
knighthood and a place in the annals of polar history. At the time of this expedition Mawson was
engaged to Paquita whose love was one of the driving forces in his struggle to reach safety after an
epic journey of exploration.
In a book researched and written by Douglas and Paquita’s great granddaughter, Emma McEwin,
the author writes of the ‘everlasting silence’ that separated them when Mawson was in Antarctica
for more than two years; a separation that pushed her love and patience almost to the limit.
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Drawing on the love letters that Paquita and Douglas wrote to each other during their separation,
the author quotes Paquita as saying to Douglas: “It will be a glorious day when you return. I shall
not be a bit jealous of the expedition but when everything is over - will you be happy to live quietly
and not dash off again?”
While she supported Douglas in his many activities during their married life, Paquita had
achievements of her own, including a commitment to infant welfare and devotion to Red Cross. She
was a traveller, a prolific writer and a keen gardener. She was appointed Officer of the Order of the
British Empire in 1951.
Douglas died in 1958 at the age of 76 and Paquita in 1974 at 84. She is buried beside her husband in
Brighton, SA. A memorial panel in Paquita Park, behind the Boatshed, tells her story.
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Top of the Lake

Southern end of Sir Douglas Mawson Lake
Located at the top of Sir Douglas Mawson Lake is an elevated area of
landscaped garden that provides a spectacular vantage point for the
suburb. The site is not far from the Old Homestead in The Cove.
The picnic site forms part of the Dry Creek Linear Trail.
Native grasses and shrubs form interesting and colourful triangles
that abut a grassy slope down to the lake. Pebble paths criss-cross
the site for easy access. There is plenty of shade.
A large picnic shelter sits at the top of the rise and offers a gas BBQ,
a large wooden table and benches. There is a garbage bin and doggy
bag dispenser. Casual seating completes the picture of this parkland.
There is no immediate parking and no play equipment.
All public land in Mawson Lakes is managed by the City of Salisbury
and is irrigated with recycled water.
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A spectacular vantage point at the southern
end of Sir Douglas Mawson Lake.
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Dry Creek Linear Park

from Main North Road to Wakefield Highway
Dry Creek flows during winter months and usually dries up in summer, leaving only a few shallow
pools. The flow originates in the Hills and enters Gulf St Vincent at the Barker Inlet. Along its route
through Mawson Lakes we enjoy a picturesque nature corridor with winding trails suitable for
walkers, cyclists and other users.
Along the creek the mature trees are a haven for numerous bird species and the hollows in
trees are home to bats and brushtail possums. Golden Wattles are scattered along the banks,
complemented by the weeping branches of Willow Wattles. The pools and reed beds attract a
variety of bird species, while frogs inhabit the grassy banks, reed beds and mud along the creeks.
Dry Creek flows through the split campus of Mawson Lakes School, under the rail interchange, into
the wetlands of Shoalhaven and The Sanctuary thereby creating diverse ecological landscapes and
magnificent parklands for play and relaxation.
Along its route are playgrounds and picnic spaces. The creek can be crossed by bridges in many
places.
What to see and do along Dry Creek Linear Park
•
Walk, cycle or jog the entire length of Dry Creek, or parts of it. Connect with other trails.
•
Play ball on the long, green flats.
•
Walk the dog off-lead in the early morning and evening (read council signs).
•
See spectacular flooding after rain, then as the water recedes watch the birds search for food.
•
Read the many interpretive signs along the creek near the Mawson Lakes School prepared by
students (examples pictured below).
•
Find the heritage-listed original farmhouse built in 1876 overlooking Sir Douglas Mawson Lake.
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Peninsula Walk

Parkview Drive to Mawson Lakes Boulevard
An easy 2 km walk that starts on the corner of Parkview Drive and The Walk will take you through
to Shearwater Lake.
The gently winding pathway passes parkland and houses with pretty gardens. It is off-road all the
way so it is safe for dogs and young children.
Mature trees, seats and garbage bins line the walkway and at night the path is illuminated by street
lighting.
The walkway can be extended at either end. Where it touches Mawson Lakes Boulevard the path
links up with Shearwater Park and can be extended around Shearwater Lake.
At the Parkview Drive end the pathway connects with the Dry Creek Linear Trail and runs along the
creek.
Anyone riding a bicycle along this walkway needs to travel carefully and look out for slow moving
small children, kids at play, mums with strollers and dogs out walking.
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Lomond Park
Lomond Circuit
This is a small designer park that forms a corridor from the commercial shopping centre to the
lakeside. Four huge bird-filled palm trees line the path, while other trees and hedges add beauty to
the surrounding manicured green space.
The park has a formal sunken garden defined with low terraced steps that is ideal for relaxation,
group activities and wedding photography.
Amenities are minimal with only two seats and a bin.
The park is surrounded by a circular roadway, so parking is limited.
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Biodiversity Reserve

The Bridges, Mawson Lakes

Opened in 2012 this parkland covers 2.3 hectares north of the railway interchange in The Bridges.
The reserve is on the site of aboriginal land.
The Kaurna Aboriginal people lived on the Adelaide Plains. The land now developed as Mawson
Lakes was an important seasonal living and ceremonial area due to its proximity to the estuaries
and wetlands to the west.
Mawson Lakes is an area where a number of Kaurna dreaming tracks came together and it was
a place for Kaurna clans to gather for trade, ceremony and social interaction before and after
European colonisation.
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In this park Native Ironbarks are planted across the expanse of grass. The trees flower in winter
with red or pink flowers. Sinuous pathways and low bridges add interest to the environment. This
is a good dog walking area and is equippeed with doggie bag dispensers and bins.
A picnic area is located in the centre of the parkland. There is no play equipment.
This park can be acessed from the railway interchange by crossing the pedestrian bridge or by road
access from Martinique Walk or Antigua Court.
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Greenfields Wetlands

Salisbury Highway, Mawson Lakes, turn off at the Watershed Cafe
An easy 2km circular walk through the wetland is a delight. A mulch path cuts through the bush.
Wooden bridges connect many islands, and board walks cross the dense reed beds.
Allow 40-45 minutes for a casual meander along the trail circuit.
Interpretive signs along the path will help you understand the wetland’s animal
and plant life.
The secluded bird hide (pictured above) is a perfect place to take photos
from a camouflaged position of the many birds that freqent the wetlands.
To identify these birds see the free e-book Birds of Mawson Lakes at
www.mawsonlakesliving.info
This is an isolated place, although council staff are often at work in the area.
Children need to supervised and it is best to walk with a friend.
Dogs are not allowed and the trail is not suitable for wheelchairs.
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This ecological parkland demonstrates how stormwater from the Dry Creek catchment enters the
wetland and is cleansed as it slowly passes through different sections. Wetland plants together with
natural processes filter out the nutrients, sediments and pollutants, ensuring dirty storm water
does not enter the sea and adversely affect the marine environment.
The entrance gate to the wetlands trail is open between 9am and 4pm. If locked you can get an
access key from the Watershed Cafe located off the car park.
Resting areas with benches are located at the half way mark.
Good footwear is recommended as snakes inhabit the bushland. If you see a snake, remain still and
allow the snake to continue on its way.
Plenty of parking is available. Water and a toilet are at the entrance.
This nature park provides excellent opportunities to photograph wildlife.

Parks and Playgrounds in Mawson Lakes

25

26

Parks and Playgrounds in Mawson Lakes

Boomerang Park, Greenfields Wetlands

665 Salisbury Highway, Mawson Lakes, turn-off at Watershed Cafe.

A stunning 12-metre boomerang sculpture marks the site of this unusual park in the Greenfields
Wetlands that was built to recognise the original inhabitants of the Salisbury area - the Aboriginal
Kaurna people.
The heritage symbol called Together Woven has as its central feature a boomerang in the middle of
a flock of birds suspended in the sky.
Located between two landscaped mounds, the park consists of a grassy circular performance space
in the shape of a Kaurna shield, ornamental pathways, one bench and a drinking fountain.
There is no shade cover, nor is there any play equipment, rather the park is a small, quiet and
secluded space where you can put up your own sun cover if required and take your own folding
table and chairs for a picnic in a location rich with historical significance.
After eats, a walk in the Greenfields Wetlands provides a little light exercise. This whole area is very
interesting to explore on foot. See page 24.
Plenty of parking outside the Watershed Cafe.

Parks and Playgrounds in Mawson Lakes

27

Mawson Lakes Dog Park

Parkway, Mawson Lakes

A fully fenced area is big enough for a good run for dogs. There are lots of trees for hiding behind
and tunnels, poles, slides and jumps for play.
Dogs can chase, sniff and roll around. The park is away from houses so barking is not a problem for
neighbours. It also caters for owners who can sit in the shelter sheds. There is a water tap, bins and
doggie bags. Solar lighting gives a soft light, but after dark the mosquitoes can be a pest.
One resident writes a word of warning:
Most dog owners who visit the park are friendly and good with their dogs, but I have experienced
some owners who are not attending to their dogs when needed. They let them bully other dogs
which are smaller or timid. This happens a lot when a new dog is entering the park. While waiting
at the gate to enter, I have seen the dogs inside barking and standing close to the gate not letting
a new dog come in. This type of tension causes dogs to react aggressively towards newcomers and
even friendly dogs can get overprotective and territorial in a group situation. All owners should
know their dog’s behaviour and reaction to other dogs and call their dog off so new people can come
in and get familiar with the surroundings. If you are not sure about the dog/s in the park when we’re
coming in, it’s a good idea to check with the owner/s if the dogs are friendly and wait for them to
bring their dog under control.
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Tranquility Park
Frome Road
Tucked away behind Sir Douglas Mawson Lakes is a small gentle park whose waters flow into the
main lake.
This is a quiet park for reflction with only one bench.
The waters cascade down nine low concrete platforms into a pond with a fountain. The gurgling
sound is restful and the white water induces contemplation. This open-air passage filters water
flowing into the main lake and aerates it.
Two tranquil ponds are linked by a small wooden bridge. It is a favourite place for birds so the paved
area surrounding the lakes are covered in bird droppings which is unsightly.
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“A tranquil park for reflection.”
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Pledger Wetlands

South along the railway fenceline
from Dry Creek to Levels Road

This memorial track commemorates the life
and work of Brian Pledger, City of Salisbury
Biodiversity Officer, who was tragically killed
by a car when he was out walking his dogs
near Gawler.
Brian worked in conjunction with local
residents to develop a biodiversity corridor
along the railway wetlands across a 10
hectare site. When he died, a band of
volunteers continued his work planting and
caring for trees and vegetation.
The 2 km walking/cycling route along the
Pledger Wetlands is a haven for birds that
come to the lakes beside the trail and other
wildlife in the area and it gives us a walking
path in good condition for all weather.
This is a perfect place to walk the dog. There
are seats along the course, garbage bins and
some nice grassy rest areas.
The trail can be accessed from a number
of roads including Harvey Circuit, Hamilton
Place, Brookside Drive and Mallard Crescent.
You might see the Friends of Pledger
Wetlands at work planting, mulching and
watering.
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Mobara Playground

Mawson Lakes Boulevard, Mawson Lakes
Conveniently close to the Mawson Lakes Shopping Centre and close to the Mawson Lakes School
you will find a large, well-equipped play area for children. Plenty of grassy flat land and surrounding
pathways with creative ledges and edges allows space for running and playing.
Play equipment
•
Pyramid climbing web suitable for ages 5-15
•
Swings – one toddler size and two for older children
•
2 stand-up rocking storks for ages 8-15
•
Rotary circle seat
Other Attractions:
There is a covered BBQ area with two gas hotplates and table and benches. Free tennis courts are
close by and beach volleyball courts are on the perimiter. Parking is next to beach volleyball courts
off Mawson Lakes Bvd or along Garden Tce. The Japanese Garden is nearby.
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A well equipped
play area for
children, surrounded
by gardens,
playing fields and courts.
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Shearwater Playground

Shearwater Drive, Mawson Lakes

This large, pretty playground is a magnet for children of all ages and physical
abilities. It is wheelchair friendly.
The playground equipment includes pieces suitable for toddlers such
as an interactive giant abacus and spinning blocks as well as standard
playground fare for all ages and a few special things for the older kids.
A dish swing is popular as is a large bouncy merry go round structure set
aside from the rest of the equipment.
A child’s bicycle way is suitable for young and old, featuring a laned
bitumen path and a miniature roundabout for practicing road rules.
The playground is adjacent to a large grassy area alongside the Shearwater
Lake with a sheltered seating area and BBQ. Good for birthday parties.
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Parkview Playground

Parkview Drive, Mawson Lakes

This small but popular playground caters more for the older child but there
is some equipment suitable for littlies.
Equipment includes
•
A twisting slippery slide
•
2 swings
•
A tunnel
•
Flying fox
Beautiful parkland with meandering pathways adjoin the playground. A surrounding hedge provides
some protection from local traffic.
Parking is limited and difficult in the circular drive but there are side streets close by.
There are seats and tables in the shade, but no BBQ or covered shelter.
Trees and sails offer shade. The Claret Ash trees that line the walkway turn red in autum and create a
spectacular landscape.
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Claret Ash trees provide
shade in summer then
turn red in
autumn
creating a
spectacular
landscape.
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The Bridges Playground

Corner Bimini Crescent and Lucia Place, The Bridges
This compact playground is set in a suburban triangle off Lucia Place. In
the afternoon it is full of children playing happily after school. The park is
surrounded by hedges that form a barrier against the road, and the play
area is shaded by trees and sail cloth. A clear patch of grass is suitable for
ball games. Lots of safe play equipment provides activities for toddlers
to 10-year-olds. A low park bench with seating completes the picture.
Parking is available in local streets.
Play equipment
•
Swings without belts
•
Climbing frames
•
Circular slide and straight slide
•
Flying fox
•
Monkey bars
•
Fireman’s pole
Other Attractions:
Adjacent to the playground is a grassy area for ball games and picnics.

40

Parks and Playgrounds in Mawson Lakes

“Every day after school
I come to the park to play
with my friends” Acacia (5)

“The playground is small but the
grassy area is big enough to play
soccer and football” Samuel (9)
Parks and Playgrounds in Mawson Lakes
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Shoalhaven Playground

Shoalhaven Circuit, Mawson Lakes

This non-traditional playground is banked into a man-made rocky hill along
the railway fence. Modern play equipment and clever landscaping are designed
to stimulate imagination, exploration and creativity in older children.
Rows of curving concrete slabs encourage counting and stepping, while
big boulders of different sizes, shapes and angles are for robust scrambling,
jumping and playing. This is the best hide’n’seek park in Mawson Lakes.
Limited parking along Elder Drive and Pine Court. Colour-bond roof over
seating, BBQ next to playground.
Play equipment
•
Stepping pads of different sizes on rubberised matting
•
Rope climbing frame
•
High swinging frame
•
Junior rocker
•
Monkey bars
Other Attractions:
Gas BBQ, striped rubber paths for soft landings. Grassy area for ball games and picnics,
next to small lake with lots of ducks. Bike paths along smooth continuous pathways.
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The Sanctuary Playground

Sanctuary Drive, Mawson Lakes

An attractive fenced playground among pine trees and alongside the
wetlands. Play equipment is shaded. The large BBQ area is covered by a
colorbond roof. Parking is along Sanctuary Drive.
Play equipment
•
Climbing frame
•
Swings 5-15 year-olds
•
Slides
•
Flying fox
•
Stand-up rocker
Other Attractions:
Gas BBQ
Adjacent to grassy soccer pitch.
Next to wetland lakes, fenced off from water.
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Peppercorn Playground

Peppercorn Circuit, Mawson Lakes

A quiet park framed by gorgeous peppercorn trees that line the walkways.
A sunken playground is shaded and sits alongside a shelter with seating, BBQ, drinking fountain,
rubbish bin and bicycle racks.
The park is surrounded by a pebbled pathway, perfect for a stroll or bike riding.
The pretty peppercorn trees provide plenty of cooling shade as they sway attractively in the wind,
showing off their pink berries.
There is also a large grassed area, big enough for a ball game.
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“I ride my bike around the park almost every day”

Ebony (8)
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The Cascades Playground

Cascades Drive, Mawson Lakes

This is a creative and interactive playground tailored to younger kids with shade sails and pine chips
plus a rubberised hop-scotch pavement. Parking is available along Cascades Drive. It’s a popular
place for picnics and parties as it overlooks a lake and is surrounded by large expanses of grass. A
colour-bond roof covers the seating and picnic area.
Play equipment
•
Junior circular dish swing
•
Wooden ship with rope web and slide
•
Two junior rocking horses.
•
Hop-scotch pavement.
Other Attractions
Sculptured gardens running alongside landscaped waterways.
Adjacent to grassy area for ball games and picnic.
Next to Cascades Lake. BBQ.
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Mawson Lakes Sports Precinct

off Mawson Lakes Boulevard

This is a playground with a capital P, with a wealth of sporting/playing activities.
The land is owned by the University of SA. A large part of the university’s grounds are devoted to
outdoor activities which are shared between the university, the local community and the school
nearby, all of whom contributed to financing the development of the sports precinct.
The turfed and irrigated sport and community recreation oval houses two soccer pitches with
lighting for evening use. In addition there are three multi-use courts, ideal for netball or tennis.
The sports precinct is also home to the Mawson Lakes Golf Course at the eastern end of the
grounds.
The oval on the corner of Mawson Lakes Boulevard and Main North Road is used by the Mawson
Lakes Cricket Club and the Football Club. Contacts for these clubs can be found in Mawson Lakes
Living under Community Groups.
A toilet block with changing rooms is available near the courts.
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