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Public art enriches our community

Every part of Mawson Lakes tells a story about our community’s history, 
values and culture. And everywhere we go we are fortunate to have 
quality public art that reflects who we are, where we have come from 
and what we value.

Public art in Mawson Lakes may be a picturesque pool in Mobara 
Park with reclining wooden seats that says our community values 
nature and spaces for quiet reflection; or it may be a more formal 
modern sculpture such as the work Ascension rising from the Douglas 

Mawson Lake that celebrates our cultural diversity; or a mural such as the one at Mawson Lakes 
School that portrays life in Dry Creek; or the intricate mullions located in the university campus that 
chronicle the history of The Art of Learning. 

This publication puts the spotlight on our many public artworks in our everyday environment telling 
you where to find them, who did them and what they represent.

Knowledge fades with the passing of time and this has made it hard to gather information on some 
art pieces, so some of the descriptions are scant. Consider this book a work in progress and if you 
can add information or provide accurate details on other artworks, I would welcome your input so 
the book can be progressively updated and kept as an accurate record for others who follow. 

Linda Vining
Editor, Mawson Lakes Living
Living Legend, City of Salisbury

Picture in front of Sydney Ball’s painting Magellan Blue. See page 22.
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What is Art?
Everybody sees art differently and many people search for 
meaning in art. Some viewers are thoughtful and reflective, 
others are critical and question artistic merit.  

Traditional art was a true replica of reality, or an imitation 
of nature, but when photography took over that function, 
artists began to challenge the notion that art must 
realistically depict the world. They began to explore new 
creative ways by experimenting with the expressive use of 
colour, non-traditional methods and new techniques and 
mediums. Abstract art overturned the whole notion that art 
was a reproduction of reality.

Art changes, but artists have always taken on the 
responsibility for reflecting on and manifesting the many 
facets of life. Art is usually defined as that which is made in 
order to express feelings, communicate information, make 
a philosophical point, entertain someone, or beautify one’s 
surroundings. All of these expressions can be found in the 
public art in Mawson Lakes.  

Graffiti may also express underlying social and political 
messages, and a whole genre of artistic expression has 
developed around spray painting styles. There is a place 
for graffiti art, but marking property without the property 
owner’s consent is vandalism. 
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Location
Garden of Blossoms, Mobara Park

Artist
Marijana Tadic

About
Balancing Act is located in the Japanese styled grounds of Mobara Park and is a well recognised 
feature of Mawson Lakes. It was installed in 2004.

The outdoor sculpture sits at the entrance to the Garden of Blossoms where rows of ornamental 
pear trees create a veil that opens up as you walk further into the park. The changing colours of the 
leaves accentuate the seasons 

The three concrete sculptures by Marijana Tadic symbolise a balance between our inner needs, such 
as tranquillity and comfort, versus material abundance and economic progress. The work makes 
references to North and South as two different hemispheres, and East and West as two cultures that 
have evolved from different traditions but share similar values, aspirations and design principles.

The three spheres are made from pre-cast polished concrete, with computerised sensor- 
activated lighting. The work is inspired by geometric simplicity that shares the serenity and clarity 
characteristic of traditional Japanese architecture.

The sculptures are placed over the gentle curved mound, designed to evoke a sense of movement 
or rolling effect.

Balancing Act
Photos by Nicole Aspinall

Photo from marijanatadic.com.au
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Photo from marijanatadic.com.au
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About

Look up! These large sculptures are not at ground level. They are high on the walls of the Sir Eric 
Neal Library. 

The Art of Learning are mullions (relief panels) created by famed sculptor John Dowie and installed 
on the four walls of the University library in 1972.  

The panels of wisdom represent writing, its evolution and its relation to civilisation.

On the south wall the culture is Aboriginal Australia where the beginnings of writings appear as rock-
cut symbols. A prehistoric rock engraving appears between the upper and lower sculptured figures 
(see picture page 4). 

To the west is Egypt depicted by a scribe on top of the panel. Below is Thoth, the God of Scribes. This 
symbolises the key to understanding hieroglyphs, the forerunner of the alphabet.

Northward, the alphabet is represented by the letters A and B from Phoenecian through Greek to 
Roman. The poets Shakespeare and Sappho symbolise the literature that grew from the alphabet.

On the eastern wall are ideograms evolved by the Chinese. Confucious stands above saying: 
“Through books we make friends; through our friends we find understanding”. Below him you will 
see the art of printing as practised in Japan and China where paper was invented.

John Dowie created four panels and these were multiplied many times so the university has 85 
panels in total. Seventy two are on the external walls of the library and 13 are located inside the 
building and in the entrance foyer. 

For a close-up look at the mullions go into the foyer of the Sir Eric Neal Library.

The Art of Learning
Location

Sir Eric Neal Library, University of South Australia, Mawson Lakes Campus 

Artist
John Dowie (1915-2008)

Photos by Janet Coelho
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Location
Sir Douglas Mawson Lake

Artists
Craige Andrae, Hossein Valamanesh

About
Designed by Adelaide artists Craige Andrea and Hossein Valamanesh, Ascension features two 
five-metre high stainless steel staircases climbing out of the lake along with a seven-metre 
diameter spiral floating on top of the water.

Ascension was commissioned as an iconic work for The Promenade and town centre, and 
was influenced by the surrounding landscape. The steps and spiral elements simultaneously 
complement each other and exist as opposites. The steps may be seen as representing
logic, order and man–made, while the spiral makes reference to intuition, the organic and the 
natural.

Ascension
Photos by Nicole Aspinall
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Location
Technology Park - above the lakeside walk behind the Boatshed

Artist
Margaret Worth

About

Set on a grassy knoll above the lake, the steel ball symbolises Technology Park, a place where 
thoughts are collected and organised towards the development of ideas. Adelaide artist Margaret 
Worth who designed and created the artwork says the sphere is a form that represents both the 
world and a single atom. 

“Through a collection of cells, a pattern of complexity within simplicity is created,” she said.
Margaret describes the art as a “dynamic image of the technological era, of the clustering of ideas 
and innovative practices towards the generation of health and wealth in society.”

The location for the sculpture is spacious and sunlit, providing daily changing patterns of light and 
shade on the ball. The wind, when it is strong and at the right angle, creates a low aeolian sound 
that adds an element of unpredictability and surprise.

The work was commissioned by the Land Management Corporation in 2002.   

Collecting Thoughts
Photos by Janet Coehlo
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Caption for photo
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Location
Endeavour College

Artists
Year 9 students

About

An artist in residence at Endeavour College in 2012 helped students make mosaic dreamtime art 
tiles in traditional indigenous style that have been placed in a garden setting at the Endeavour 
Centre.

The pavers feature animals indigenous to the area and were chosen after students researched the
Kaurna lands and the Dreaming stories. 

The garden, using local indigenous plants, was designed and constructed to showcase the students’ 
work, reminding us of our connection with the Kaurna people and their land.

Forty two tiles of animals drawn from the landscape around Mawson Lakes 5,000 years ago are 
depicted in the colourful outdoor pathway.

Year 10 student Shannon Brown said the 10-week assignment was not just about making mosaic 
tiles. “We developed a deeply personal experience as we did research and listened to indigenous 
visitors explain their cultural heritage and how aboriginal people intertwined art and daily life.”

The students said that the artwork began to speak to them as they learned more and more about 
Kaurna culture.

Endeavour College
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Location
Mawson Lakes School

Artists
Leslie Matthews working with school students

About
As part of the design of the first stage of the Mawson Lakes School, Leslie Matthews, a South Australian 
artist, was engaged in 2004 to design an iconic fence mural around an environmental theme. 

It was decided to work with a group of 5-year-olds in Reception to depict animals from the adjacent 
Dry Creek. 

The artist and the students explored the creek and located creatures that use it as their habitat. 
Hence the animal drawings on the mural at the entrance to the school (pictured).

Once the students had identified their creatures they worked with Leslie to accurately draw the 
animals to particular dimensions to match the fence panels. The drawings were then transferred onto 
metal templates for the cut-out process. The project took 3 months to complete and a number of 
students visited the workshop to see their creatures being cut out, powder coated and dried. 

There is a plaque in the pavers near the entrance to the school office.  

Fence Mural
Photos by Nicole Aspinall



PUBLIC ART in Mawson Lakes        19



PUBLIC ART in Mawson Lakes        20

Location
Mobara Park

Artist
unknown

About
The exquisite bronze figurative statue is called Nakayoshi. It can be found in the Garden of Fields at 
Mobara Park just across the road from the shopping centre on Garden Terrace.

It was presented to the City of Salisbury in 2004 by the City of Mobara in Japan in recognition of the 
sister city relationship between the City of Mobara and the City of Salisbury in South Australia.

Nakayoshi means close friend.

Nakayoshi
Photos by Nicole Aspinall
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Location
Sir Eric Neal Library, University of South Australia

Artist
Sydney Ball

About
A rich body of artworks by the acclaimed Adelaide-born artist Sydney Ball, graces the walls of the 
university library in Mawson Lakes. 

When bush fires threatened his studio in NSW, Ball, 81, decided to gift his artwork to his alma 
matter, the University of South Australia. 

“The gift means I can share my paintings with other artists, students and the general pubic instead 
of storing them away,” he said at the opening of the display earlier this year.

The prestigious gift spans 50 years of the artist’s career. Throughout his life Ball has been an art 
trailblazer and he is recognised as an Australian pioneer of the abstract painting movement.

Unveiling the collection of 30 paintings in February 2015, Vice Chancellor Professor David Lloyd, said 
that Ball’s gift is the most valuable gift of Australian art to UniSA.

Ball is best known for painting on a large scale using strong contrasting colour as seen in Magellan 
Blue (1978) and Pale Stream (1976) which is pictured opposite.

Other streams on display that the artist pursued at different times in his life are expressionist 
paintings of the land, and a series of ridged geometric forms. 

More lately his work displays saturated colour and jagged forms that explore colour depth and 
intensity.
 
Ball’s works are on permanent display at the Sir Eric Neal Library. Large posters explain his life history 
and his connection to Adelaide. Members of the public can visit during library opening hours 8.30am 
to 8.30pm daily and 2pm to 6pm on weekends.

Pale Stream
Image courtesy Sullivan+Strumpf, Sydney 
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Location
Mawson Lakes School

Artists
Year 6 and 7 enrichment group 2012 - Mawson Lakes School

About
Here is a piece of artwork that can colour your day. This vibrant installation called Pencil Poles was 
designed by students at Mawson Lakes School and is symbolic of schools.

Pencil Poles was planned by the Year 6 and 7 enrichment group in 2012. The students wanted to 
contribute something meaningful to the landscape so they designed 10 poles in a multitude of 
colours that would be attractive to look at and also functional to play around.

The poles sit in a bed of orange coloured bark which the students selected and shovelled into place. 

Year 7 student Jem Cleere (12) who likes to twirl around the smooth poles describes the sculpture 
as, “attractive art as well as good play.”

The pencil poles are situated close to the walking track along Dry Creek on the western side of the 
school campus so the artwork is accessible to all who pass by. 

Assistant Principal Val Perhan said the school has received a lot of positive comments about the 
poles. The children like playing here and touching the poles and running in and out. Year 1 students 
have used the artwork for a descriptive writing exercise.”

Mykra Building Services made the poles which started off as square timber posts. Each one was hand 
crafted into a pencil shape with a coloured tip. A painted finish gives them a sparkling gleam. Timber 
is a good material to use in a playground because it does not get too hot in summer.

Safety was a major concern so the poles are 1.8 metres high so children cannot fall upon the pointy 
end. The poles are firmly concreted into the ground and are not close to anything else that may 
enable a child to climb into a tree. The paints are water based and the treated timber is sealed at the 
bottom to protect it from rot and white ants.

So how does this public art appeal to young people?

Student Maddie Cohn (12) said she likes the poles because they are so bright and happy. “When I’m 
bored I like to go out and just twirl around them.”

Pencil Poles
Photo by Janet Coelho
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Location
Outside Mawson Lakes Primary School facing The Strand

Artists
Martin Corbin, Chris Oremond, Steph James-Manttan and Sandy Elverd 

About
The sculpture Pod of Optimism is located outside Mawson Lakes Primary School facing The Strand. It was 
dedicated in 2014 to acknowledge the relationship between the school, the defence forces, the Vietnam 
Veteran’s Association and the local community.

The Pod of Optimism is regarded as a place where all members of the community can reflect on our 
history, its impact and our future aspirations. In 2013 the school commissioned the artwork which 
was funded by the ANZAC Day Commemoration Council, Vietnam Veterans Northern Sub Branch, RSL 
Salisbury and Mawson Lakes School Governing Council.

The inspiration for the project came from the Seeds of Attainment sculptures at Henderson Square in 
Montague Farm, Pooraka, where the Long Tan Ceremony is held in August each year. The Battle of Long 
Tan took place in a rubber plantation in South Vietnam on 18 August 1966 where 16 Australians lost their 
lives. The five seed pods placed randomly in Pooraka’s Henderson Square are opening and splitting at 
different stages to represent the expression of new growth and promise for the future. Each year students 
from Mawson Lakes School take part in the ceremony.

At Mawson Lakes, the Pod of Optimism promotes peace reflected in the words around the base: We 
Listen, We Share, We Grow Stronger. Supplementing this message are student drawings of peace symbols 
such as doves, crosses, flowers and flags with words inscribed on ceramic tiles forming a linear backdrop. 
Some of the tiles say;

Pod of Optimism

When the power of love overcomes the love 
of power, the world will know peace.

Community, Peace, Family

The future is in our hands

When we leave the past behind we can truly embrace the beauty of the future

Learn from yesterday, Live for today, Hope for tomorrow 

We are one, we are many

Photos by Nicole Aspinall
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Learn from yesterday, Live for today, Hope for tomorrow 

Photo by Janet Coehlo
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Location
Garden of Shifting Skies, Mobara Park

Artist
unknown

Shifting Skies
Photos by Nicole Aspinall
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About

These reclining seats are in the Garden of Shifting Skies which is one of three symbolic gardens 
located in the Japanese gardens in Mobara Park. 

Among indigenous and mown grasses, in the shade of the eucalypts, lay a pigeon pair of 
reclining lounge seats. 

Surrounded by low concrete walls, the installation invites visitors to pause and contemplate the 
heavens as well as viewing the channel of water as it falls into a circular sunken pool.
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Location
Technology Park - on the corner of Park Way and First Avenue

Artist
Annabelle Collette

About
Three colourful sculptural elements stand as partners on Park Way to represent the elements of 
Technology Park. They are a blue pyramid, an orange flag and a red obelisk. 

Artist Annabelle Collette was commissioned by the SA Government Land Corporation to create the 
sculpture in 2005.

Annabelle is an Adelaide artist/designer/craftsperson well known for her textile work, mosaic and 
recycled plastics. She says the main concepts that inform her art are contained within the historic/
symbolic significance of motif, the social/political meaning of pattern on textiles and the abstract 
overlaying relationships between fashion, visual art and design. 

She talked to Mawson Lakes Living about the design and significance of each element in her 
sculpture at Mawson Lakes called Three Sculptural Elements. Each element is made from coloured 
milled steel with laser cut design and is placed on a mosaic of grey tiles.

The red obelisk represents DNA chromosomes in animal cells. If you look closely you will see that 
this element has a solar panel at the top with a night light.

The flag represents the history of lace making which is a historical element in the artwork. Lace 
making was one of the first textile technologies. 

The pyramid is a strong 4-sided element that represents electric circuits. If you look closely you will 
see electronic language such as C3 and T1 and T2. 

Annabelle said the sculpture was placed in a location where traffic passes and local people walk. “It 
is meant to come as a surprise in a field of buildings and high-tech endeavour.” 

“Through my artwork I like to challenge the preconceptions of materials and objects by 
incorporating the past into new imagery that reflects current concerns,” she said.

Technology Elements
Photos by Nicole Aspinall
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Location
Innovation House, Technology Park 

Artist
unknown

About

Mick Hollis was the first administration officer at Technology Park. He served from 1983 to 1993.

When he died in 2006 at the age of 51, the Land Management Corporation commissioned a series of 
science -inspired mosaics in his memory.

A shady courtyard was designed and filled with trees and benches and the mosaics were built into 
the pavers of the courtyard, while others were embedded in the design on the benches.

The following inscriptions can be seen on the benches, which suggests that these might have been 
favourites of Mick.

“Every major advance in the technological competence of man has enforced revolutionary changes 
in the economic and political structure of society.”

“Make visible what without you, might perhaps never have been seen.” 

Today this spot with shady trees and mottled light provides a secluded place of reflection in a busy 
world. 

Technology Park Courtyard 
Photos by Janet Coehlo and Nicole Aspinall
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Location
Near the Watershed Visitors Centre

Artists
Marijana Tadic and Alexis West

About
A stunning 12-metre work of art was unveiled near the Watershed Visitors Centre in the Greenfields 
Wetlands at Mawson Lakes in May 2013 to recognize the original Aboriginal inhabitants of the 
Salisbury area - the Kaurna people.

The heritage marker called Together Woven has as its central feature a steel boomerang that points 
southwest towards Kangaroo Island, a sacred place for Kaurna people.

Located between two landscaped mounds, the site design also consists of a large circular 
performance space in the shape of a Kaurna shield, paths, resting areas, a drinking fountain and a 
ceremonial platform. The site incorporates text in Kaurna and English.

The artwork resembles a net or flock of birds suspended in the sky. The hollow centre suggests that 
a boomerang has flown through.

The artistic team who created Together Woven, Marijana Tadic and Alexis West, said their inspiration 
came from archaeological finds that show the area was once a communal food resource catchment. 
String nets were tied between the trees. A hunting boomerang was thrown high in the air to imitate 
a hawk or eagle and people would frighten a flock of birds from a nearby waterhole. Boomerangs 
were then thrown amongst the frightened flock of birds in the hope of hitting some of the birds. 

At the launch of the artwork, Marijana Tadic said that it’s not enough to place a piece of public art in 
a landscape. “Art must create a sense of space and enrich the spirit of the community. It must speak 
to us and have meaningful significance to the people.” 

The City of Salisbury Council commissioned the work.    

Together Woven
Photos from marijanatadic.com.au
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Location
Watershed Cafe, Salisbury Highway, Mawson Lakes

About

A distinctive Pietro Corinthian Fountain stands at the entrance to the Watershed Cafe/Restaurant, off 
Salisbury Highway at Mawson Lakes.

The artwork was purchased from Pietro Stoneware. It was imported from Cebu, Philippines.

The fountain was manufactured using advanced cement technology and its architectural design 
is enhanced by a garden setting. It is illuminated at night to greet visitors as they walk along a 
boardwalk from the carpark towards the restaurant. 

Installed by Red Jam with associated garden works and lighting in May 2014.

Water Bowl
Photos by Gary Sinton
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Location
Watershed Cafe, Dry Creek, Mawson Lakes

Artists
James Bryant and Colin Share from JB Civil Solutions

About

Watershed Garden Landscape
The landscaped garden is representative of the water cycle within the City of Salisbury from The 
Adelaide Hills to the Baker Inlet as Dry Creek passes through Mawson Lakes. 

By observing the garden from the ramp to the conference room, you will see purple/green plantings 
on sloping mounds that represent the landform of The Adelaide Hills as a background to Mawson 
Lakes. This is the catchment area for Dry Creek. The basalt spires symbolically represents high rise 
in the Mawson Lakes commercial district. The river pebble lined rill/swale depict Dry Creek flowing 
though the landscape of the Adelaide Plains. The water passes under the ramped access bridges 
which represent the rail corridor and the Salisbury Highway, both of which traverse Dry Creek west 
of Mawson Lakes central district. 

The water then flows on to the Greenfields Wetlands which is depicted by the pond near the entry 
to the Watershed Cafe. In its final stage the water enters the Barker Inlet on its way to the sea. 

Feature Fence and Gate
Surrounding the Watershed Restaurant is a masterpiece of art fence work that provides an entry 
statement to the Greenfields Wetlands and the restaurant. You will see delicate lazer cut creations of 
elements that can be found in the waterways of the area including dragonflies, frogs as well as gum 
leaves and reeds.

A shelter at the entrance gates is made from gabian steel baskets that are filled with golden-
coloured dry stack stones from Carey Gully in the Adelaide foothills. 

The fence is made from reinforced steel bars that were bent into shape and fabricated, then installed 
on site. The steel will rust purposely to a point, then stop, to provide earthy tones to compliment the 
surroundings. 

The City of Salisbury commissioned the work in 2008. It was designed and constructed by James 
Bryant and Colin Share from JB Civil Solutions.  

Watershed Garden 
and Feature Fence

Photos by Ross Vining



PUBLIC ART in Mawson Lakes        39



PUBLIC ART in Mawson Lakes        40

Location
Entrance to Airspeed Aeronautical Engineers - 2 Douglas Drive

Artist
Adrian Schwetfeger

About
A small sculpture modelled on the Australian native plant Xanthorrhoea (also known as a grass tree 
or blackboy) is at the entrance to Airspeed Aeronautical Engineers at 2 Douglas Drive, off Park Way 
in Technology Park.
 
In this delicate artwork the plant is made from recycled fence wire and concrete reinforcing rod. 

Artist Adrian Schwetfeger lives in The Adelaide Hills where he established an engineering business, 
but the demand for his artworks increased to the point where he sold his engineering concern to 
concentrate on his art.

“Engineering took me to many rural properties where I would see farm fences and old building 
materials rotting away, so now I recycle these materials into something that is visually pleasing,” he 
said.

Steve Barlow, Director of Airspeed, often travels through The Adelaide Hills and sees Xanthorrhoea 
growing in their natural state. “These plants fascinate me because of their beauty and because they 
have been used in so many ways by local aboriginal people,” he said. 

In traditional aboriginal culture the flowering spike makes the perfect fishing spear. When soaked in 
water the nectar from the flowers gives a sweet tasting drink. In the bush the flowers are used as a 
compass because flowers on the sunnier side of the spike (usually the north facing side) open first. 
The resin from Xanthorrhoea plants is used in spear-making and is an adhesive for water-containers 
and didgeridoos.

Steve said that when he established his business at Mawson Lakes five years ago he wanted a 
native garden with Australian grass trees, but when the young bushes were stolen he decided on a 
sculpture instead. “It’s always heartening to see people pause to admire this little gem of public art,” 
he said. 

Xanthorrhoea
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Notes
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